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The Patriarch Athenagoras Orthodox Institute

In Celebration of National Poetry Month

Presents

Fr. Nicholas Samaras on
“ORTHODOX LITERATURE:  NOT JUST THE ‘QUIET ART’ AND NOT JUST BYZANTINE”
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Tuesday, April 28, 2009

Divine Liturgy – 6:00 p.m.

Light Refreshments with the Poetry Reading to Follow

Patriarch Athenagoras Orthodox Institute

2311 Hearst Avenue

Berkeley, CA 94709

510 649 3450

www.orthodoxinstitute.org

About Fr. Samaras:

Nicholas Samaras’ background is multinational and multicultural. He is from Patmos, Greece (the “Island of the Apocalypse”), and was brought in exile to be raised further in America. He has lived in Greece, England, Switzerland, Austria, Yugoslavia, Jerusalem, and he writes from a place of permanent exile.

His first book of poetry, “Hands of the Saddlemaker,” (Cloth ISBN 05457-2; Paper ISBN 05458-0) received the Yale Series of Younger Poets Award and is available from Yale University Press. “Hands of the Saddlemaker” entered its second printing after only five weeks on the market and is currently in its third edition. His second collection, “Survivors of the Moving Earth,” (ISBN 3-7052-0101-8) is published by The University of Salzburg Press (Austria and England). He edited the book, “To the Country of that Spirit:  Selected Poems & Essays of Alexandros Gialas (a.k.a. G. Verites),” and wrote the Introduction to the collection, published in Greece and Korea (1998). 

Samaras’ work has been the recipient of numerous  awards, among which have been The Lilly Endowment, Inc. Fellowship (2004-2005); The National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) Poetry Fellowship (1997-98); the Colorado Center for the Book Award in Poetry (1992); The Academy of American Poets Award (1992); and State Literary Fellowship Awards from Florida (2002, 1997), Colorado (1994) and New York (1986). He has served as the director of the Writer’s Voice Project Programs for the Tampa Metropolitan YMCA (national headquarters in New York City), responsible for directing their Writers’ Series and Reading Series, and has served as an Associate Editor for national magazines. His individual poems have been featured in The New Yorker, The New York Times, The Paris Review, Poetry, The New Republic, Kenyon Review, etc. 

Currently, Samaras lives with his family in West Nyack, New York. He is currently completing a Book of new Psalms, focusing on an Orthodox perspective.

About the Patriarch Athenagoras Orthodox Institute:
The Patriarch Athenagoras Orthodox Institute exists to Educate, Communicate, Promote and Sustain the Traditions, Values, Teachings and Culture of Orthodox Christianity. The Institute advances a strong, effective, highly visible witness of Orthodoxy in the western United States through the Master of Arts in Orthodox Christian studies; offering academic lectures and symposia; housing a Rare Book Room and museum; publishing; sponsoring the Orthodox Christian Fellowship at the University of California at Berkeley and the Graduate Theological Union; offering educational programs to the faithful of the Bay Area, and other activities.
The Institute is a member of the Graduate Theological Union, an ecumenical and interfaith consortium of nine independent seminaries and ten affiliated centers based in Berkeley, California. As an independent, not-for-profit teaching and research institution affiliated with the GTU and the University of California, the Institute is unique. It is the only independent and permanently endowed Orthodox educational center with a physical presence at a North American university.

The Institute is an inter-Orthodox endeavor, representing the diversity of Orthodoxy in America: Albanian, Antiochian, Bulgarian, Carpatho-Russian, Greek, OCA, Romanian, Serbian and Ukrainian. The Board of Trustees, comprised of members of the various Orthodox jurisdictions in America, presents a unified vision of Orthodox cooperation and witness. 
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